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hour was approaching when the Grand Duke Paul of
Russia and Gustavus III. of Sweden, the two princes
who had been so graciously received in France, were
to be surrounded by assassins.

Gustavus, the king so admired by philosophers,
became, in his later years, the victim of absurd
superstitions and credulity which is the punishment
at all times of the lack of faith. Long before he fell
beneath the blows of traitors, he felt that he was in
the toils of a hidden conspiracy. He tried to dis-
tract himself in the tumult of noisy pleasures, which
he crowded one upon another, but everywhere and
always the dark presentiment pursued him. At last,
in the fine theatre of Stockholm, where his love of
the stage had produced many marvels, he was struck
down at a court ball, at which he appeared in a
domino, by regicide courtiers.

Paul I., a crowned Hamlet, desired to avenge his
father. A martyr to his greatness, he suffered on
his throne, at the height of his power, inexpressible
anguish and grief. This generous man, this great
Russian patriot, full of the national genius, a human,
intelligent, lovable prince, whom Paris and Ver-
sailles had so justly and warmly greeted, was to be
treated as a madman, and, like Gustavus III., to be
assassinated by his own courtiers.